Cultural Alphabet Soup

Race
An artificial classification of people by skin color or geographical location. The idea of race did not generally exist until the late 1700’s when a German anatomist and naturalist named Johanne Blumenbach created an artificial classification of people by skin color and geographic region.  His work was based on the writings of Carolus Linnaeus, a Swedish naturalist.

[image: image1.wmf]The four races he determined were: red (Native Americans), white (Europeans), black (Africans), and dark (Asians).  Blumenbach’s classifications were American (Native American), Caucasian (white), Ethiopian (African), Mongolian (Asian), and Malay (Pacific Islanders).  Biologically, there is only one human race: homo sapiens.  If people actually belonged to different races, they could not produce offspring; just like gorillas and chimpanzees cannot interbreed.

Ethnicity
A person’s heritage.  Not to be confused with a person’s race.  Examples of ethnicity are Mexican, Nigerian, Vietnamese, German, etc.  In America, most people claim a heritage that identifies more than one ethnic group.

Culture
A combination of a person’s heritage, ethnicity, race, language, religion, and traditions.

Nationality
A person who is a citizen of a country by birth or naturalization, not to be confused with a person’s ethnicity or heritage.

Indigenous
The original inhabitants of a geographic location. In North America, the indigenous people are called Native Americans or indigenous because they were the first settlers of the continent.  (They came here over tens of thousands of years from Mongolia in Central Asia)

Mestizo
A person of mixed heritage, typically Spanish and Native American (or Indigenous).  Most people with Mexican heritage are Mestizo. 

Latino
Any person from numerous nationalities variously descended from Spanish, Native Americans, and enslaved Africans.

Chicano
Born in the United States of Mexican heritage.

Hispanic
A person of Latin American heritage that lives in the United States.  This term, now falling out of favor, was created by the U.S. Census Bureau.

