Formal Outline: Transcendentalism 

I. Introduction

 A. Set the mood


1. Reflection lead on individualism by leading with a quote from Emerson, “What 



I must do… pg 365)


2. Use step three, #1 explanation of transcendentalism


3. Use step three, #2 plot summary for Dead Poets Society. 


4. Thesis statement: Despite transcendental consequences, individualism can 





demonstrate how an individual must rebel, seize the day,





and make life extraordinary.

II. Body of supporting Paragraphs
A. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: Consequences is a necessary aspect of transcendentalism.

2. Example: For example when Thoreau said, “ I have paid no…(375)
3. Explanation: This shows how Thoreau accepts his consequences.

4. Example: For example when Keating said, “I know this sounds..(Weir)
5. Explanation: This shows that Neil can’t accept the consequences of his actions.
B. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: Individualism is an aspect of transcendentalism.
2. Example: For example Thoreau said, “ If a man does not…(390)

3. Explanation: This shows that a man may have his own individual                  

   decisions
4. Example: For example Thoreau said, “ It is harder…(365)
5. Explanation: It is easy to live to others opinions, but those who are independent are an individual.
C. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: To rebel for what is right is an aspect of transcendentalism.
2. Example: For example when Thoreau said, “ I have paid no…(375)
3. Explanation: Thoreau rebelled against the government since he felt what was going on during the time was not right.
4. Example: For example when Gandhi said, “We will never obey…(377)  Keating said, “No matter what anybody tells you, words and ideas can change the world.”(Weir)
5. Explanation: To fight of what’s right is to rebel even if it means death, but even death can’t stop the sound of one’s voice.
D. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: Seize the day is an aspect of transcendentalism.
2. Example:  For example Thoreau said, “ Perhaps it seemed…(388)
3. Explanation: To seize the day is to live more than one life.
4. Example: For the first time in my life, I know what I want to do! And for the first time, I'm going to DO IT! Whether my father wants me to or not! Carpe diem!(Weir)
5. Explanation:  Though it may be carpe diem’s quote doesn’t mean to choke on the bone.  
E. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: Make life as extraordinary as possible.
2. Example: For example Keating said, “Boys, you must strive to find your own voice. Because the longer you wait to begin, the less likely you are to find it at all. Thoreau said, "Most men lead lives of quiet desperation." Don't be resigned to that. Break out!” (Weir)
3. Explanation: Don’t wait for life to be great, for life to be great is to strive.
4. Example: For example Thoreau said, “ Love your life…(390)
5. Explanation: Though many people say they hate there lives they find excitement, happiness, and magnificence.
