Formal Outline for Usher Essay
 

I. Introduction

A.     Set the Mood

1.  Choose a Lead:  Reflective lead on quote by Carl Jung on the collective unconscious.  

2.  Tie in Subject:  Likewise, in Edgar Allen Poe’s “The Fall of the House of Usher”

3.  Setting context (plot summary): Roderick and his twin sister Madeline face death as incest 
occurs in the family.

4.  Thesis statement: Subconsciously Poe uses many archetypal symbols to convey incestuous 
relationships down the Usher’s line of descent that now lies upon Roderick and 
Madeline’s decaying lives.
II. Body of Supporting Paragraphs
A.     Supports Structure of Thesis

1.  Statement : Archetypal symbols represent the incestuous nature of the Ushers

2.  Example : “But evil things, in robes/of sorrow… Of the old time entombed” (142).

3.  Explanation : The Ushers soul has been entrapped or buried in a tomb signifying that a 
sickness has overtaken the family.

B.     Supports Structure of Thesis

1.  Example: “The conditions of the sentience had… still waters of the tarn” (143).

2.  Explanation: Usher explains to the narrator that to understand the nature of incest in the family, 
one only has to look at the reflections of the fungus covered stones in the still waters of the 
womb-like tarn.

3.  Statement: Archetypal symbols represents the incest between Ushers
C.     Supports Structure of Thesis

1.  Explanation: Decaying of the family, the womb as represented by tarn due to incest

2.  Statement: Archetypal symbol for incest down Usher descent

3.  Example: “…an atmosphere which had no affinity… and leaden-hued”(137).
D.    Supports Structure of Thesis

1.  Statement: Archetypal symbol represent incest through Usher family line

2.  Explanation: The family line, as represented by the fissure, breaks down into the tarn 
symbolizing the sullen effects of incest

3.  Example: “The windows were long, narrow… inaccessible from within”(138).

E.     Supports Structure of Thesis

1.      Explanation: Usher is waiting for Madeline to leave the subconscious world of her tomb in 
the basement and meet him in the world of reality as he confronts what he had done to 
her by rocking back and forth in his chair in front of the door. 

2.      Example: “…the rending of her coffin…coppered archway of the vault !” (147)

3.      Statement: Archetypal symbols represent incest.

F.      Supports Structure of Thesis

1.  Statement: Archetypal symbol of the tomb is a womb image

2.  Example:  “From a position fronting my own…door of the chamber” (147).

3.  Explanation: In dream symbolism the animated corpse does not necessarily symbolize 
death, but rather the emergence of something buried deep in the unconscious, a trauma 
previously repressed but which must now be confronted. 

III. Conclusion

A.     Close the Mood

1.  Restate thesis: Poe subconsciously used archetypal symbols to reveal the incestuous 
relation  
that occur in the Usher’s line of ancestry.

2.  Explanation reflecting: Poe’s story fist Jung’s theory of the collective unconscious

3.  Analogy:  Comparing incest to a famous descent.
