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I. INTRODUCTION

A. Set the Mood 

1. Reflective lead on being drafted during the Vietnam War, even if one was against the war 

2. Even though the voting age was twenty-one, eighteen year olds were drafted
3. In Walter Dean Myers Fallen Angels, the protagonist Richard Perry is forced to fight


4. Thesis: The military draft was a terrible thing during the Vietnam War because it forced 
people like Richard Perry and his squad who were not old enough to vote to fight in a 
war that they neither understood nor had a say in whether is should be fought.
 




 
II.  BODY OF SUPPORTING PARAGRAPHS             

A.  Supports Structure of Thesis: 

1. Statement: Richard Perry and his squad question the reasons why they are fighting in the 
war.  
2. Example:  “I fell asleep thinking about what Johnson said…”  (Myers 126).

3. Explanation: Perry expresses his concern about his country’s cause.
4. Example: “You think much about why you were going to fight before you came in” (126)?
5. Explanation: Before the war, Perry was more concerned with where his next basketball game would take place
B. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement:  Many of the men in Perry’s squad had gone to war for the wrong reasons.  
2. Example:  “I thought about what Lobel had said…” (99).
3. Explanation:  Teenagers have an urge to leave home and find out what life is like.


4. Example: “I almost went to Canada when I got notice to go down and register…” (124).



5. Explanation: It becomes obvious that these young men are afraid of going to war
C. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement:  Many of the men in Perry’s squad questioned why they were fighting.
2. Example:  “The real question wasn’t about my knee…” (58).
3. Explanation:  Perry has no idea why he is even fighting in the war.  
4. Example: “The only reason you’re going to Nam is that it takes forever to process a 
medical profile…(4).
5. Explanation:  This is more proof that Perry was drafted into the military for the wrong 
reasons.
D. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement:  Many people during the Vietnam War did not want to fight at all
2. Example:  “The noises had always scared me…” (130).

3. Explanation:  He is showing how tired he has grown of fighting, risking his life, and 
witnessing a constant stream of brutal deaths.  
4. Example: “The letter was really full of crap…” (98).
5. Explanation:  They had the courage to avoid the draft and risk going to prison rather than 
being forced to fight in a war they considered unjust.  
III.  CONCLUSION

A. Close the Mood   
1. Restate Thesis:  Throughout the Vietnam War, the military draft was a dreadful thing 
because it required people who were too young to vote, and often too immature to 
make competent decisions, to fight, kill, and many times die for their country.  
2. Richard Perry and his squad had difficulty comprehending the reasons why they were 
fighting in a war that they did not understand.  
3. Compare switching religions to being drafted into a war that people don’t support
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