Expository Essay Exam for Macbeth
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Writing Situation:  William Shakespeare (1564-1616) is recognized as the greatest dramatist the world has ever known and remains the world's most popular author. Many Shakespeare scholars credit his continued appeal and fame to two related characteristics; his deep understanding of human nature and a broad knowledge base that encompassed varied interests and fields of study. Both of these attributes contributed to his development of vivid and varied characters from many walks of life and his creative use of language. 

[image: image3.wmf]Directions for Writing:  Choose one of the five topics below to write a multiparagraph essay based on Macbeth.  In your introduction, universally reflect upon the significance of the topic before tying it in to events in the play.  Be sure your thesis statement is the last sentence of your introduction.  In each body paragraph, use at least two examples from the text.  In addition, cite one non-fiction source from the Internet to support your other examples and prove your thesis.  Finally, restate the thesis in the conclusion, reflect upon the significance of your thesis as it relates to events in Macbeth and to the audience.  Be sure to end your essay with an analogy or figure of speech that brings your essay to a powerful close that appeals to a general audience.
· Topic One:  Write an essay using plot developments in Macbeth to clearly analyze how 
the supernatural plays an important role in Macbeth.  Analyze the extent in which it motivates Macbeth's ambition and the consequences that result because of it.   
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Topic Two:  Write an essay using plot developments in Macbeth to clearly analyze how two of the minor characters in Macbeth contribute to the play's main conflict and its resolution.
· Topic Three:  Write an essay using plot developments in Macbeth to clearly analyze whether or not Lady Macbeth is more responsible than Macbeth for the murder of King Duncan.  In addition examine whether or not Lady Macbeth is a more evil and ambitious character than her husband.
· Topic Four:  Write an essay using plot developments in Macbeth to clearly analyze the role misogyny played and how it contributed to the play’s dramatic structure.
· Topic Five:  Write an essay using plot developments in Macbeth by creating your own topic.  Your topic must analyze events, themes, characterization or other literary techniques in the play and apply them to a clear subject on which to write.  If you decide to create your own topic, you must first receive teacher approval before beginning to write.
Macbeth Essay Exam Rubric
Directions: Before writing your essay, read the rubric below.  Then, as you write each paragraph, check the appropriate box “Yes” or “No” to assure you have met each criterion for the rubric.  After completing your essay, go through the entire rubric once again to double check your responses.
Introduction
    Yes    No

     
Introduction contains a universal lead that hooks your audience’s attention and reflects in depth about the topic on which you’ve chosen to write







 
     
Introduction narrows its reflective lead by smoothly transitioning into the topic for your essay, then sets the context of your topic by briefly summarizing Macbeth in the context of your thesis
     
The thesis statement strongly controls your essay, thoroughly guides the direction of each body paragraph and appears as the last sentence of the introduction


Body Paragraphs
     
Body paragraphs contain strong statements (topic sentences) that are clearly based on the structure of your thesis and strongly controls the body paragraphs
 
     
Body paragraphs analyzes in depth at least eight directly cited  examples that clearly support the structure of your thesis, are analytically explained (not summarized) in several sentences or more, and contains at least one example of antithesis (counterpoint)

     
Body paragraphs contain at least seven relevant citations from Macbeth as well as at least one relevant non-fiction citations from the internet or a print source



 
Conclusion

     
Conclusion clearly restates the thesis by using different words and appears as the first sentence







 
     
Reflects upon Macbeth before transitioning into the dominant themes and issues addressed in the introduction 






 
     
Provides a strong final statement that uses a figure of speech to grab the audience’s attention
Throughout the Essay

     
Written in MLA format,  uses parenthetical citations, is between five and seven paragraphs long,  with each paragraph at least eleven sentences or more whereby the writer varies the paragraph structure by providing in-depth, academic, analytical, and motivated writing
 
     
Transitions and attribution smoothly connects sentences, direct citations, and or paragraphs














 
     
Relatively free of pointers, spelling, grammatical, and mechanical errors
  Peer Evaluation

Step Five: Peer Evaluation and Written Comments.  Using the rubric below, evaluate your writing partner’s Macbeth essay.  For this scale, a score of zero is lowest and a score of four is highest.  After each criterion is evaluated, write in the margins of the rough draft a brief comment stating why that score was earned.  Please be honest and conservative in evaluating the essay.

Introduction

· Introduction contains a universal lead that hooks your audience’s attention and reflects in depth 
about the topic on which you’ve chosen to write



0     1     2     3     4   =
· Introduction narrows its reflective lead by smoothly transitioning into the topic for your essay, then 
sets the context of your topic by briefly summarizing Macbeth in the context of your thesis












0     1     2     3     4   =
· The thesis statement strongly controls your essay, thoroughly guides the direction of each body paragraph and appears as the last sentence of the introduction

0     1     2     3     4   =
Body Paragraphs

· Body paragraphs contain strong statements (topic sentences) that are clearly based on the structure 
of your thesis and strongly controls the body paragraphs


0     1     2     3     4   =
· Body paragraphs analyzes in depth at least eight directly cited  examples that clearly support the 
structure of your thesis, are analytically explained (not summarized) in several sentences or more,              
and contains at least one example of antithesis (counterpoint)

0     1     2     3     4   =
· Body paragraphs contain at least seven relevant citations from Macbeth as well as at least one 
relevant non-fiction citations from the internet or a print source

0     1     2     3     4   =
Conclusion

· Conclusion clearly restates the thesis by using different words and appears as the first sentence









0     1     2     3     4   = 

· Reflects upon Macbeth before transitioning into the dominant themes and issues addressed in the introduction







0     1     2     3     4   =
· Provides a strong final statement that uses a figure of speech to grab the audience’s attention










0     1     2     3     4   =
Throughout the Essay

· Written in MLA format,  uses parenthetical citations, is between five and seven paragraphs long,  with 
each paragraph at least eleven sentences or more whereby the writer varies the paragraph structure 
by providing in-depth, academic, analytical, and motivated writing

0     1     2     3     4   =

· Transitions and attribution smoothly connects sentences, direct citations, and or paragraphs











0     1     2     3     4   =
· Relatively free of pointers, spelling, grammatical, and mechanical errors   0     1     2     3     4  =







Add Scores and Total   =


   






Divide Total by 12          =            =          =
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