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Researching Shakespeare

Directions:  After creating a Microsoft Word document, surf the web to aide you in finding answers to the following questions.  For best results, use a variety of search engines.  MSN.  Google, Alta Vista, and Yahoo tend to yield the best results, but also check out other search engines.  You must include the name of the website where you found the information for each question or you will not receive credit for the answers.  All answers must be written in complete sentences restating the question and in your own words.

Keywords:  William Shakespeare, groundlings, Church of England, Globe Theater, Shakespeare’s plays, Shakespeare’s plays + women, Shakespeare + authors, rhymed couplets, blank verse, iambic pentameter, historical Macbeth, Macbeth, kings and queens of England, Roman Polanski + Charles Manson + Macbeth
1. Where and when was William Shakespeare born, and where and when did he die?

2. Who was Shakespeare married to, how many children did they have, and what were their names?

3. [image: image2.wmf]What was the name of the first play Shakespeare wrote and when was it first performed?

4. How many plays did Shakespeare write, and what are the categories into which Shakespeare’s plays are divided?  List at least five of the plays that fall into each category.  
5. What was the name of the theater that Shakespeare owned, when was it built, and when did it close?

6. What were the groundlings?

7. What role were women allowed to play during Shakespeare’s time?

8. Who are two of the people that scholars claim to be the actual author of Shakespeare’s plays?

9. Who were the kings or queens of England from 1590 to 1620?

10. What are rhymed couplets and what function did they serve in Shakespeare’s plays?

11. What is an English sonnet, how many lines is it, and what is its rhyme scheme?
12. What is blank verse and how does it function in iambic pentameter?  Provide an example from one of Shakespeare’s plays that shows the stress pattern of iambic pentameter.
13. Were Shakespeare’s plays ever published during his lifetime?  If not, when were they published and in what form?

14. Who was the historical Macbeth, when did he live, when and how did he die, and for which 
country was he king?  Lastly, what did his subjects think of him?
15. Provide a basic plot summary for Macbeth.  (Response should be at least three sentences in length.)
16. Why do many actors believe the play Macbeth is cursed, and what are at least three reasons for 
believing so?
17. Roman Polanski directed the 1971 film version of Macbeth.  What happened in his private life 
concerning Charles Manson that had similarities to the plot developments in the play?  Be sure to 
provide specific details regarding the plot development, the crime, and its victims.

