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Saving Private Ryan: The Sacrifice of Life

Throughout the course of history, humanity has been forced to deal with the ever-evil reality of war. Since the beginning of time, people have dealt with differences and disagreements in a destructive and violent manner. When nations cannot compromise differed opinions, the refraining chain of morality is quickly severed and chaos breaks loose like a ravishing untrained beast. The idea of war is definitely a horrible reality of life. I have been fortunate enough never to have endured a serious war in my lifetime.  I have not had to witness millions of people being killed and shedding blood for the sake of freedom. Opening history books only begins to explain the tragedy of war. One who has never endured war can only imagine what can occur at the front lines, where the deepest, most horrifying battles take place. What seem to be stable nations can fall victim to the savagery that comes with war. Likewise, Saving Private Ryan is able to show in great detail exactly what can occur when two opposing bodies cannot find compromise during extreme disagreement. During the 1940's the World War II burdened the United States with what seemed to be an everlasting struggle. The Axis Powers, most notable being Germany and Japan, were in heated battle with the allied forces of the United States and Great Britain. The story of Saving Private Ryan occurs early in June of 1944. U.S. platoons invade Omaha Beach on the coast of Normandy in France. Soon after, the U.S. government sends an expedition to rescue the only surviving of four brothers, Private James Ryan. Oscar award winning actor Tom Hanks plays the role of Army Lieutenant Miller who is given direct orders to travel to France and find Private James Ryan, played by Matt Damon, to relieve him from his duties because of the fact that his three brothers all died fighting in the same war. Although lacking some important dialogue, Director Steven Spielberg's Saving Private Ryan uses a realistic staging of the plot with convincing special effects to capture the viewer's hearts through its universal theme proving that war is neither glamorous nor amusing. 

Some parts of the plot in Saving Private Ryan could have used more powerful dialogue to convey certain points of the theme and developed stronger emotion through the characters. For instance, at one point in the movie the mother of the four Ryan brothers is told that three of her children are dead. The intensity of a mother losing most of her children could have been more realistic if the viewers were able to see the mother reunited with her only living son at the end of the movie. More emotion would have been felt from such a sad happening in a person's life. Although the plot of a mother losing three sons to war was very heartbreaking in itself, the dialogue between the mother and the government officials could have had more focus placed on it. The officials arrive at the Ryan house and tell the woman the bad news and after she begins to show her grief the scene is cut short, and she is no longer seen for the rest of the movie. Even though this may seem as such a critical evaluation of the dialogue in Saving Private Ryan, the sorrow felt by the viewer would have been expanded a bit more immensely. 

Another minor area of the movie that could have used more effective dialogue comes when Lieutenant Miller, played by Tom Hanks, goes to talk to the radio operator and finds that he has been shot in the face. Lieutenant Miller is seen talking to the operator telling him his exact commands that were to be called in, and in a few moments turns to the man again to find that he been shot in the face, which has left a huge hole in the center of his head. Spielberg could have definitely improved this specific scene if he would have placed more emphasis on the lieutenant’s relationship with the radio operator.  For example, Lieutenant Miller could have given more encouraging words to the soldier so that a bond between the two would have been more visible. This would have also increased the anguish of war that the scene intended to portray. This is a prime example of one of the few points in the movie that needed more effective words between the characters. Even though the audience is able to witness the appalling aspects of battle, the dialogue among the characters would have forced a more potent feeling of remorse (moviefinder.com Par 4). 

Contrary to some occasional weak dialogue, the realistic staging of the plot is able to portray a very typical representation of the type of combat that actually took place during World War II. The violent warfare that takes place Saving Private Ryan, has a graphic and true-to-nature effects that help the viewer fully understand what war during this time was really like. Soldiers are seen crawling along the beach being shot dead, dropping like flies. The intensity of the scene is magnified even more when a crew of about five soldiers wearing helmets with red crosses tries to decide whether or not some of the soldiers are even worth trying to save. The medical unit ignores living bodies when it is seen that many are missing extremities and they are quickly dying.  The yells of fear are coming just as rapid as the enemies' bullets. Then, out of nowhere comes a soldier trying to reload his weapon when he is shot in his helmet by a flying bullet. Another man quickly turns to the soldier who is now taking off his helmet and says, "You lucky bastard," right before a bullet plummets through the man's forehead and kills him. The graphic content of this movie, just escaping an NC-17 rating, leaves the audience with a deeper understanding of bloodshed during armed conflict.

Saving Private Ryan expresses the universal themes of war. The plot gives the idea that war is an experience that no person should ever have to undergo. Losing someone close to one's self can be one of the most devastating occurrences that a person can ever experience. In this movie, Lieutenant Miller at one point mistakes one soldier for the James Ryan that he is looking for and he tells him that his brothers are dead. The mistaken solider quickly shows a terrified look and replies in and ever so frightened voice, "But Sir my brothers are only in grammar school!" The situation is cleared up and it leaves the reader feeling mourning the pain that would be felt by having to hear such news. The theme of the movie forces viewers into feeling as if they were in the same situation as the characters and how petrified they would be if they actually had to deal with things of that nature. The interpretation of war from the standpoint of theme is clearly portrayed and to say the least, it is not pretty. Furthermore, when the resolution of the main conflict takes place, four men are left dead so that just one man can live. One might ask why such a thing could happen. "Why lose four lives just to save one?" The truth of the matter is nothing can outweigh the horrifying feeling of losing a person. Private Ryan, when told that he is relieved from services to return home, knows that he will do all he can to fight for his brothers and the lives lost in battle. The feeling that Private Ryan expresses shows that no one should ever want to be placed in a situation where he must kill other human beings or be killed. Louis Hobson talks about the intensity that the film had on him by describing the unappealing misfortunes of war describing the “sounds of explosions, mortar shots and the screams, please and prayers of dying and mutilated soldiers” (canoe.com Par 2). 
Even though Saving Private Ryan shows a minor need for additional improvement involving the significant dialogue, the realistic viewpoint of World War II helps express the universal theme that it teaches to the viewers. The entire movie shows how horrible it must be for a person to deal with war, and what affects it can have on an everyday person.  Although war is something that people may not want to encounter, it is a reality that cannot be ignored. Saving Private Ryan forces the viewer to come face to face and observe the reality that comes with war. Mixed thoughts and opinions can be summed up through Saving Private Ryan and it is without a doubt, a must see for anyone who should be taught about just what happens when war erupts. Most of the people in today's society do not know what to think about war and they need to see this movie. The sensational portrayal of such hostilities will leave one thinking for a long time to come. Saving Private Ryan is a purple heart for audiences left wounded by all other war movies that sanitize the violence of war.
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