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INTRODUCTION
A. Set the Mood 

1.  Reflective lead about mass hysteria in general using a quote.
2.  Reflect on Joseph McCarthy mass hysteria in The Crucible 
3.  Summarize the events in The Crucible and how it relates with U.S. events.
4.  The events leading to mass hysteria in Arthur Miller’s play, such as lies, exaggeration, and misinterpretation show how the events created panic during the Salem Witch Trials, and how these events apply to real life examples of mass hysteria in the United States in the last several years.



 
II. BODY OF SUPPORTING PARAGRAPHS  
           
A.  Supports Structure of Thesis: 

1. Statement: Mass hysteria is caused by many different aspects and evolves from a simple event that is carried out of control such as a lie.  
2. Example: “Mass hysteria is characterized by the rapid spread of conversion disorder, a condition involving the appearance of bodily complaints for which there is no organic basis. In such episodes, psychological distress is converted or channeled into physical symptoms” (Mass Delusions par 3)
3. Explanation: Explains how mass hysteria starts and the reasons.  Also shows how these behaviours can lead to lies.
4. Example: “Now look you.  All of you.  We Danced.  And Tituba conjured Ruth Putnam’s dead sisters.  And that is all.  And mark this.  Let either of you breathe a word, or the edge of a word, about the other things, and I will come to you in the black of some terrible night and I will bring a pointy reckoning that will shudder you” (Miller 175).  
5. Explanation: This shows how Abigail wanted the girls to lie in fear of their punishment which leads the town to mass hysteria.
B. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: Not only do lies cause mass hysteria, but exaggeration of the truth lay the ground work for mass hysteria as well.  
2. Example: “I know how you clutched me back behind your house and sweated like a stallion whenever I come near! Or did I dream that? It’s she put me out, you cannot pretend it were you.  I saw your face when she put me out, and you loved me then and you do now!” (177)  
3. Explanation: Abigail’s exaggerated love for John spread around the town and caused turmoil and confusion in the courts.  
4. Example:  “Aye, God tell us that.  But who tells us Rebecca Nurse murdered seven babies by sending out her spirit on them?  It is the children only, and this one will swear she lied to you” (211).
5. Explanation: Rebecca Nurse’s exaggeration about the devil being involved in her children’s death frightened the town and caused more hysteria.
C. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: Another huge event that leads to mass hysteria is misinterpretation and confusion among the people.
2. Example: “Why, this go hard with her, Proctor, this—I had my doubts, Proctor, I had my doubts, but here’s calamity.  You see it, sir, it is a needle!” (202)
3. Explanation: This wuote shows how people made assumption with out even knowing all the information which leads people to become angry and leads to panic

4. Example: “Abby, I never give you hope to wait for me.”




     “I have something better than hope, I think!”





     “Abby, you’ll put it out of mind.  I’ll not be comin’ for you more” (176).
5. Explanation: This part of the play caused a lot of commotion and and uproar in the town and Damaged John’s reputation
D. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: All of the events throughout the play that ultimately led to mass hysteria also relate to many events that have occurred in the United States.  
2. Example: “word spread quickly throughout Los Angeles. At various points throughout the city that afternoon, people began rioting. For the next three days the violence and mayhem continued” (The Los Angeles Riots, 1992 par 2).
3. Explanation: This shows how exaggeration and lies also spread hysteria around the United States and how it is similar to events in The Crucible.
4. Example: “people are smart enough to realize that if they don't sell, they won't contribute to the hysteria and there won't be any problems. It's when jumping on the bandwagon seems so urgent, that the hysteria escalates and problems occur” (everything2 par 7).
5. Explanation: This quote introduces the antithesis and show how some think mass hysteria is preventable.
E. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: Not only are the events leading to mass hysteria in the play related to those in the United States, yet they also have similar outcomes.
2. Example: “I am only wondering how I may prove what she told me, Elizabeth.  If the girl’s a saint now, I think it is not easy to prove she’s fraud, and the town gone so silly” (193).
3. Explanation: This shows that the town of Salem had begin to act out and  not normal just as the citizens of LA did during the riots.
4. Example: “My proof is there!  If Jacobs hangs for a witch he forfeit up his property—that’s law!  And there is none but Putman with the coin to buy so great a piece.  This man is killing his neighbors for their land!” (214)  
5. Explanation: This quote shows how people began to become violent and kill people for little reasons.
III. CONCLUSION
A. Close the Mood   
1.  Restatement of thesis: The events leading to the mass hysteria in Salem, Massachusetts during the Salem Witch Hunts are similar to those which led the United States into mass hysteria in 1992 during the Los Angeles riots and ultimately lead each outbreak to the same outcomes. 

2.  Evaluation: Explain how the cases of mass hysteria have similar events leading to them and also similar outcomes.
3.  Figure of speech: Mass hysteria is like a typhoon; it begins small, yet as it travels it becomes more destructive and devastating as it picks up speed.   (simile)










