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Different Centuries Same Events

“Liars are the cause of all the sins and crimes in the world” (Epictetus par.1). This is extremely true in many cases, usually one lie leads to another which eventually turns into the need to drag innocent others in as a scapegoat. Throughout history there have been some extremely memorable liars which changed people’s lives for the worse because of their lies. One of these liars was Joseph McCarthy who used many people as scapegoats during the McCarthy Era which took place in the 1940s in the United States. During this time people were terrified of communism and the idea that it would spread throughout America. Due to these accusations made by McCarthy many very important people’s careers were destroyed as well as lives. This is much like the Salem Witch Trials in the book The Crucible which took place in Salem, Massachusetts in 1692. Many people in the town were accused of doing witch craft. The problem being, once accused people would accuse others to save themselves, this ruined many of Salem’s most prominent people’s reputations in the town. The people in the town were being accused by a girl who was much like McCarthy in many ways, her name was Abigail Williams. She was the first to tell a lie with escalated into an entire panic throughout Salem. Despite the fact that the Salem Witch Trials took place in 1692, many of the events in the book The Crucible relate allegorically, metaphorically, and symbolically to the types of events during the McCarthy Era in the 1940s almost 250 years later.

Many of the issues that happened in The Crucible were allegories to things that happened during the McCarthy Era. Abigail Williams is a perfect example of an allegory with Joseph McCarthy. She is the antagonist in The Crucible and she is the person accusing the extremely prominent people in Salem. Much like McCarthy once she realizes she has power she takes advantage of it. Abigail cries out, “I want to open myself! I want the light of God, I want the sweet love of Jesus! I danced for the devil; I saw him; I wrote in his book; I go back to Jesus; I kiss his hand. I saw Sarah Good with the Devil! I saw Goody Osburn with the Devil! I saw Bridget Bishop with the Devil!” (Miller 50)  This is much like the McCarthy Era, Joseph McCarthy, like Abigail Williams, questioned innocent people. Once the two of them realize they have power in these lies, they start to use them against people they do not like in their society. This is an allegory to when Joseph McCarthy starts accusing people of communism. For instance, when McCarthy questions Melch’s intentions, “And I have hesitated bringing that up, but I have been rather bored with your phony requests to Mr. Cohn here, that he, personally, get every Communist out of Government before sundown. Whether you knew that he was a member of that Communist organization or not, I don't know.  I assume you did not, Mr. Welch, because I get the impression that while you are quite an actor, you play for a laugh, I don't think you have any conception of the danger of the Communist Party. I don't think you, yourself, would ever knowingly aid the Communist cause.  I think you're unknowingly aiding it when you try to burlesque this hearing in which we're attempting to bring out the facts” (McCarthy par.3). Although McCarthy may feel it is his duty to find guilty people, as did Abigail Williams he is actually stirring up more commotion. When he questions people it causes others to do the same, very much like in The Crucible, this also starts to tear up people’s reputations.  Although McCarthy went after prominent people in the first accusations, while in The Crucible it starts out with people who mean nothing to their society. Much like many of the characters in The Crucible, McCarthy feels the need to expose people he believes to be involved with communism.

One will better understand the McCarthy Era by reading The Crucible because it symbolizes what happened during those terrifying years. Many of the events like feeling the need to question prominent people in their society relate to the McCarthy Era. Judge Danforth in The Crucible is a symbol of the “house” in government he is the one that makes the main decisions. Such as when Judge Danforth questions Giles Corey he says, “What proof do you submit for your charge, sir? 


My proof is there! If Jacobs hangs for a witch he forfeit up his property—that’s    
law! And there is none but Putnam with the coin to buy so great a piece. This man is killing his neighbors for their land! ” (Miller 101) Judge Danforth is trying to see both sides of the issue and let people have their argument. People are becoming angry at each other because of land disputes therefore they start accusing people of being involved with witch craft. Judge Danforth is like the house during the McCarthy Era, they took into consideration what McCarthy said although they let people explain and defend themselves. Judge Danforth does the same, although in this case it is extremely difficult for people to provide proof that they are innocent. On another occasion where Danforth is attempting to get information out of Giles, but he is unsuccessful. Danforth yells angrily, “You are under arrest for contempt of this court. Now sit you down and take counsel with yourself, or you will be set in jail until you decide to answer all questions” (Miller 103). Again, this shows Danforth acting as the house did during the McCarthy Era, although they themselves were scared, they did not let it affect their way of ruling the court. Though Judge Danforth seems as though he believes the people being questioned are witches, deep down he is trying to find the truth in all this madness. Also, it is difficult for him to make a clear decision because the evidence people come up with is genius, and the accused are not coming back with anything to prove their innocence.
Several of the elements in The Crucible are metaphors to types of events during the McCarthy Era. One event being accusing others to clear ones name, this happens to Tituba. She is questioned and once she sees how delusional everyone really is, she takes advantage and saves her own life. Reverend Hale, Reverend Parris and Mr. Putnam yell at Tituba, Reverend Hale exclaims, “You most certainly do, and you will free her from it now! When did you compact with the devil?” 

“I don’t compact with no Devil!” Tituba snaps back.

“You will confess yourself or I will take you out and whip you to death, Tituba!” says Reverend Parris.

Mr. Putnam pronounces loudly,” This woman must be hanged! She must be taken and hanged!” 
“No. no, don’t hang Tituba! I tell him I don’t desire to work for him, sir.” Tituba pleads.

Reverend Parris asks,” The Devil?”(Miller 47)
This event is a metaphor to the McCarthy Era because many of these same types of events happened. People would see that admitting to something they may or may not have done could put them in a good position where now they have power. During the Salem Witch trials as well as during the McCarthy era people would accuse other people of the crime to take the spotlight off of them. Basically everyone was looking for a scapegoat. Many people turned on each other to try and save themselves during this time. Including a man named Edward Dmytryk, who was being accused of being involved with communism turned on his closest of friends. The Un-American Activities Committee states, “Edward Dmytryk, who had originally refused to talk, changed his mind in order to save his career and also named names. Those identified as communists or socialists were now ordered to testify before the HUAC. If these people refused to name names, they were added to a blacklist that had been drawn up by the Hollywood film studios” (Un-American Activities Committee par.7). During this frightful time many people turned on others to save themselves. This is much like the situation with Tituba in The Crucible; she accused others of being involved with witchcraft other than herself because she knew it would mean she was free. This man Edward Dmytryk was thinking much like Tituba, he thought of the only way possible he would not get in trouble, and that was to accuse someone else. Unfortunately this was extremely effective, and many people’s lives were ruined because of it.

Even though many people believe Joseph McCarthy was a terrible person for ruining people’s lives by accusing them of communism, some people feel he was courageous to stand up and speak his beliefs. It is usually a very good quality to be able to stand up for ones beliefs, especially if people might be in danger, a writer states “In his famous speech on February 9th, 1950, McCarthy brought public a list of 57 known communists working for the state department. These revelations took the American public by storm. Out of all the Senators and public figures in Washington, only McCarthy had the courage to stand up against communist infiltration" (American Patriot par.5). However, there is a difference, when one stands up for one’s beliefs, and innocent people are hurt in the process it is not I good thing. People should not give credit to McCarthy for his courage when the events he causes hurt so many people. If McCarthy’s accusations had been accurate, than he would deserve credit he is given by some people. However, his accusations destroyed many people’s careers as well as personal lives. These accusations were unnecessary because not only were they false but, people now believe that like the witch hunts, communism is not an issue. A critic states, “And yet, today's near universal fear and loathing leaves much unexplained. If McCarthy was so great a menace, if this was a time of national "hysteria," why does not a single Gallup Poll of that era show even 1 percent of Americans viewing McCarthyism or witch-hunting or anti-Communist extremism as a significant national problem?” (Buchanan par.8) It is understood that communism was a problem during the McCarthy Era, but it is not currently a problem. Therefore, people should no longer say Joseph McCarthy was any sort of American Hero. He did not save anyone’s life, or stop fear from spreading throughout America. In fact he created the fear in order to gain power. Joseph McCarthy is far from the type of person that deserves praise from the American people.

Although the McCarthy Era and the Salem Witch Hunts took place more than two centuries apart, the book The Crucible shows they do share allegorical, metaphorical, and symbolic elements. The Crucible and The McCarthy Era both deal with lies, accusations, and prosecutions of innocent people. Joseph McCarthy, much like Abigail Williams, creates lies during a time of struggle to gain power. Due to the fact that it is during a time of struggle, people become afraid, and believe these accusations. People are always looking for someone to blame, and as long as it is not themselves, they do not care what happens. Even though these events happen many years apart they both deal with the same concepts. As well as the fact that many people look out for themselves first and foremost and they do not care who they step on to get what they want. In both The Crucible and the McCarthy Era many people’s lives get destroyed and later on it is proven that they were actually innocent the whole time. This goes to show that history does repeat itself in some ways. Joseph McCarthy and Abigail Williams are like the Nazis; they both relied on accusations and the build up of fear to destroy people they did not like.
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