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[image: image2.wmf]1st Degree Murder:
Knowing, purposeful, premeditated and deliberate murder

2nd Degree Murder:
Reckless disregard for life leading to death
Manslaughter:

Causing death through negligence

Acquittal:


All charges against the defendant are dropped

Courtroom Rhetoric

[image: image3.wmf]Opposing Counsel States
Objection:
Used when lawyers have problems with the line of questioning the opposing counsel is using
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Over-ruled:
To annul, reverse, reject, or make void an objection.

Sustained:
To carry-on, to maintain, to grant, as when a judge sustains an objection to questioning a witness, testimony of a witness, or cross-examination of a witness.  The judge agrees with the objection and any comments made in deference to the objection must be stricken from the record.
A Witness May

Plead the fifth: 
The Fifth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution prohibits the government from requiring a person to be a witness against herself or himself involuntarily or to furnish evidence against oneself.

Objections
What a Lawyer Would Say
Facts on Record:
“Objection, your honor.  The answer is creating a material fact   which is not in the record.”

“Objection, your honor.  The question seeks testimony which goes beyond the scope of the record.”
Objections

What a Lawyer Would Say
Relevance:
“Objection, your honor.  The testimony is not relevant to the facts of this case.  I move that it be stricken from the record.”

“Objection, your honor.  Counsel’s question calls for irrelevant testimony.”
Foundation:
“Objection, your honor.  There is a lack of foundation for that statement.”
Personal Knowledge:
“Objection, your honor.  The witness has no personal knowledge to answer that question.”

Character:
“Objection, your honor.  The character of the witness is not the issue here.”
Opinion:
“Objection, your honor.  The question calls for inadmissible speculation on the part of the witness.  I move that the testimony be stricken from the record.”

Expert Opinion:
“Objection, your honor.  The witness is improperly testifying to defendant’s mental state.”
Hearsay:
“Objection, your honor.   Counsel’s question calls for hearsay.  I move it be stricken from the record.”

Leading Question:
“Objection, your honor.  Counsel is leading the witness.”

Argumentative:
“Objection, your honor.  Counsel is being argumentative.”


“Objection, your honor.  Counsel is badgering the witness.”
Asked and Answered:
“Objection, your honor.  This question has been asked and answered.”
Outside Scope:
“Objection, your honor.  Counsel is asking the witness about matters that did not come up in testimony.”

Preparation for Trial

Directions:  Gather your group together and plan which evidence, witnesses, and essays to use in your case for or against Boo Radley.

1) Meet with your group and determine who will create or bring in the physical evidence for the trial.  

Bob Ewell’s Knife (Mr. J will supply)
Boo Radley’s Finger Prints 

Bob Ewell’s Bloody Shirt


Scout’s ham

Photos of Crime Scene*


Coroner’s Report*

2) Each member of the group will type four case-based questions for each witness that will be questioned during the trial (24 total questions)

3) Write two counterpoint questions for each witness to be questioned (12 more questions).  These are questions you think the opposition will ask the witnesses.

During the First Hour of the Final
1. Prepare the questions, including follow up questions, on note-cards for each witness for the prosecution and defense.

2. Meet with your witnesses and go over testimony with them, role-playing the prosecution and the defense.  Anticipate the weaknesses of your case.

3. Read each other’s essays and decide who has the best thesis, examples to support the thesis, and conclusion that clearly states why the jury should vote in your favor.

4. Choose who will do the opening statement, examination of witnesses, and closing statement.

Remember:  For the trial, you must wear appropriate court attire (clothing).  For guys, pants, belt, dress shirt, and tie.  For girls, dress, paint suit or slacks and blouse.  No tennis shoes or blue jeans allowed.  You must dress to appear like the character would in court.  This applies to all student in class regardless of which role you are playing for the trial.
*  Bring these in for up to 100 points extra credit
