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   Conference Questions

	Situation
	Conference Approaches

	· The essay is unfocused: 

it covers several or many different ideas, events, days, etc.
	· Do you have more than one story 

     here? 

· What's the most important thing you’re trying to say? 

· What's your favorite part? 

· How can you build on it?

	· There isn't enough information in the essay.
	· I don't understand. 

· Please tell me more about it 

· What else do you know about your topic? 

· How could you find out more about your topic?

	· There's too much information in the essay.
	· Is all of this information important for your reader? 

· What parts don't you need?

	· The essay is a list of events and includes little of your reflections.
	· How did you feel when this happened? 

· What do you think about this? 

· Why is this significant to you?

	· The lead holds the reader at arm's length providing details rather than the writer's thesis.
	· Does the lead bring your reader right into the essay?

· Where does your essay really begin?

· Can you delete other information and begin there instead?

	· The conclusion is either too sudden or drags on.
	· What do you want your reader to know or feel at the end of your essay? 

· Does this conclusion do it? 

· Where does your essay really end?

	· There is no dialogue or direct quotes that shows the context of the speaker(s)
	· What can you do to show how these people spoke so your reader can hear their voices?

	· You want to bring closure to the conference and understand what the writer wants from the conference situation
	· What do you think you'll do next?
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