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Response Group
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Directions: Each member will read her or his draft aloud as the other members listen silently, taking detailed notes. 
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Tips for Responders  

1) Use active listening; tell what you think the writer is trying to communicate by restating what has been written (use the writer's words, paraphrase, or summarize main ideas). 

2) As the essay is being read, jot down those words or phrases that catch your attention. What makes these words stand out? What parts do you like best? How do those parts affect you? Be specific! 
3) Let the writer know if anything seems confusing, out of place, or unclear: "I was unsure about..." Then, explain why that particular item bothers you. 

4) Give your notes to the writer so she or he may incorporate your suggestions into her or his essay. 

 

Responding Tip:  Each responder provides feedback one at a time, and then is followed by the next responder.


Tips for Writers

1) Read your essay slowly, twice if necessary, and allow at least thirty seconds for impressions to become clearer for responders. 

2) You may not respond to responders or even to their questions until after all of them have finished (listen; don't be defensive). 

3) It is your job to evaluate their responses --take it all in as if it were true-- and slowly verbalize a plan, with your response group, for the revision of your essay. 

4) Attach their notes to your rough draft and copy them to the appropriate part of your essay. Make revisions where needed. 
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